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PILBARA REVITALISATION PLAN — PILOT WATER PROJECTS 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.22 pm]: I inform the 
house of the ongoing work being undertaken by the Liberal-National government on the Pilbara revitalisation 
plan and report that expressions of interest have been called for pilot water projects and associated works in the 
Pilbara. Along with the Minister for Water, Dr Graham Jacobs, I recognise the need for careful and sustainable 
development of water for the growth of the Pilbara region. Earlier this year the state government announced a 
major new royalties for regions initiative—a $300 million commitment over four years to enact the Pilbara 
revitalisation plan. That plan finally recognises the vital role that the region has played in securing Western 
Australia’s economic future. 

The call for expressions of interest follows the Pilbara water pre-feasibility study, which identified water-source 
options and opportunities in the region, including the use of excess water from mining operations, supplementary 
bore field development and pipeline construction to integrate source with demand. The government is looking 
for funding proposals for projects to help create secondary economies, including agricultural and silviculture 
development and Indigenous capacity building within the hinterland. The government is particularly interested in 
projects that partner with industry, stimulate local economies and maximise Indigenous training, employment 
and business opportunities. 

The government has made $2.5 million available in grant amounts in three project categories: small grants 
between $10 000 and $50 000, medium-sized grants between $50 000 and $250 000, and large-sized grants 
above $250 000. It is proposed that the maximum grant will be $500 000; however, amounts of more than 
$500 000 might be considered if a project demonstrates exceptional merit. The Pilbara revitalisation plan is an 
exciting initiative to modernise and transform the region’s communities, with a focus on four key delivery areas 
of health, energy, water and community development. 

The expressions of interest process aims to identify qualified private and public organisations to deliver small or 
major pilot water projects with a view to further developing these as part of the overall vision for the Pilbara. 
Expressions of interest close at 2.00 pm on Monday, 7 December 2009, and we look forward to seeing what 
capacity we can bring to the Pilbara to supply innovative new water projects to help continue to grow the most 
important region in Australia. 
 


